Pheer NAT a needs 


thra 


Buun Prinevsity 


Lhe Gift of 
The Associates of 
Fokn Carter Brown Library 


The 


Particularly in the Srrairs, and the 
West InpIES. 


* SW Sk 
Some Thoughts on the Mifmanagements of the 
ADMIRALTY for feveral Years paft; and a 


Propofal to prevent the like for the future. 


Honourable Houfe of Commons, by 


Humbly offer’d to the 
: an Englifh SAILOR. 


+ LONDON, 
Printed for A, Baldwin in Warwicklane, 1699+ | 
en | Price gd. ae 


IN 


hy 


a he State of the Navy confider’d 


In relation to the Vic TUALLING, OC. 


HE Mifmanagements of the Navy fince this Revolution have been 

fo abominable, that they could never have been born at fuch 

vaft expence, but by an eafy People, fond of a Government of 

| their own fetting up, and of a King tutable to the Genius of 
the Englifh Nation, and worthy of Immortal Honor, notwithftanding the 
-Male-Adminiltration of the Officers employed under him, Will not fu- 
ture Ages blufh at. the infenfible Temper of their Forefathers, when they 
‘fhall read of the efcape of the Thoulon Fleet into Breff, and the abominable 
Affair of Monfieur Posnte ? When they read the horrid Srories of our be- 
ing gull’d out of Mony rais’d for publick Service, and diverted to private 

‘and tinifer Ends, will they not with thofe Sums had been tranfmitted to 
them to be employ’d in more generous Atchievements ? But as Clouds of- 

ten arile over the more clear Underftandings and wifett Heads, {o Nattons 

fometimes become delirious, and hurry into Ruin, till kind Heaven remove 
the pernicious Frenzy. Had the Mifmanagements of the Navy tended only 
‘to. the Confumption of our Wealth, the Lofs might have been repalied 5 
“bat when our Sailors are poifon’d by bad Provilions, ot ftarv'd for want of 
good, the lofs is irreparable. Thus the Blood of War is profufely {pilt in 

louzy Hammocks, fagnated with noifom Scents, and the flower of our 
youthful. Sailors fmothered in unfucce(sful and needlefs Voyages, who might 
have won to themfelves and the Nation immortal Wreaths of Honour in no- 
ble Attempts upon the Enemy. This Decreafe of Seamen looks more like a 
‘Defign upon the Eng!ifh Nation, thafi. the eet of Providence. He that 
abandons himfelf to a morofe Temper in his ficknefs, and wil not take 

fach Specificks as are effential to his Recovery, is a felo de fe: And fach 
Officers as deny neceflary anc good Provitions for Sea Service, can defign no 
other than the Defiruction of the Sailors, and confequently of the Nation. 
‘They undermine our National Walls, 1 mean our Shipping, which without 
Men are but Floating, Cafiles, meer Machins of War alrogecher indefenfible. 

The Hardfhips of the Sailors have indeed been worthy the Conlideration of 
‘our Reprefentatives in Parliament. but poor Creatures, they have no body 
to reprefent their Grievances, they are tumbl'd and tols’d on the watry Ele- 
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ment perhaps 18 or 20 Months together in the Strasts, and as foon as 


they artive.in the Channel are turn’d over to other Ships bound to the Weft- 
Jndies-or other Parts,'and not fuffer'd to come afhoar and tell theix 


“Tale; or if they land, the neceflitous good-natur’d Creatures fell their Tic~ 


kets. fot half the worth, bouze it about in a Can .of Flip, or a Bowl of 
Punch, “forget their Sorrow, and remember their Miferyno more. If any 
Complaints have been made, it has been done by the ftarv’d Wives and mife- 
rable Children of Mariners, if they have complain’d to thofe Officers that 


‘fhould- have done them Juftice, they might as’ well have told their Sto- 
ry to the Winds and devouring Billows, the treacherous Sands, and fatal 


Rocks, the natural Enemies of their Relations. Have they complained to 
Parliament? What Redrefs could they expeét from fuch a Parliament as 
the laft and preceding Parliaments, fo full of Courtiers, Judges of their own 


Caule, and Auditors of their own Accounts ? The laft Seflions of Parliament 


the poor Labourers, Artificers, and others, belonging to the Victualling-Office, 
petitioned for Arrears of Wages due to them the Committee that exa- 
mined the Cafe, contifted mott part of the time but of feven Perfons, when — 
(am told) according to the Cuftom of Parliament they ought to have been 
eight: four of the feven I knew to be Commiffioners and Officers, and two 
of the four Perfons complain’d againft; tho the Cafe was clear that they 
had fome fifteen, others twelve, @c. Months due to them, and at the fame 
time the Commiffioners and Officers received their Salaries quarterly, yet a 
Report of the poor Mens Cafe was never made to the Houfe. But the Cafe 
‘of the Sailors is far worfe than others; they have no Time, no Acquaintance, 
nor Intereft to profecute any thing of this Nature, and thofe that abufe and 
cheat 2em have got the Weathergage of them, they can fend “em at any 
time on along Errand to the E. or W. Indies far enough out of hearing : 
upon their return the Complaint is grown as mouldy as their Bread, and 
as rafty as their Pork and Beef have been during the Voyage, and therefore 

ought to be cat without Survey. Re ) 
The Sailors Cale is indeed deplorable, kept long without pay, fometimes 
fix years, forc?d to fell Tickets to raife a lithe Mony for their Families at 
half value, tho as good and brave Englifhmen as any ; are altogether enflav- 
ed,and without any Law that I ever heard of impreft,their Liberty taken from 
them, which when gone they are effectual Slaves ; imprifon’d on board Ship, 
caned and kick?d by Commanders juftdropt from behind a Coach at White- 
Hall into the Service of the Navy, miferably abus’d in being turn’d over 
from one Ship to another (contrary to the Rules of Humanity, and the 
Cuttom of the Navy) (0 that after they have been at Sea feveral yeats, are 
hurried out again without Liberty fo much as to fee their Relations. Now 
all things confider’?d, What Encouragement have Mariners to ferve their 
“Country — 


(5) 
Country in the Navy ? The only thing they have a feeming Certainty of is 
their Meat and Drink, and to be cheated of that too is the Devil. 

The Parliaments of England have always made a generous Allowance for 
che maintenance of the Sailors, and efpecially upon the Account of Victual- 
ling ; but confidering how damnably Funds are clipt, how many hands Mony 
pafies through, and every one of them muft have a {nack out of it, it 1s no 
wonder if our Sailors Guts are pinch’d, and appear like half flarv’d Mortals, 
rather refembling, the carv’d wooden Images in the Stern than the Ship's 
‘Crew. Go to Smithfield firft,and fee there the Oxen bought, and very modeft- 

ly compute the Buyers Snip out of ’em to be 60000 /, fince the Revolution 3 
follow the Cattel te the ViGualling-Office, and fee an undefcended Wretch 
there receiving them, advanc’d from thredbare Clothes fince the Revolution 
to the Sum of twenty thoufand Pound got out of a Salary of eighty Pounds 
per annum belides a Journy-man Apothecary, and a Skipper at the Board, 
rais'd from abject Nothing to wonderful Pomp. Thefe things confider’d, the 
Sailors: mutt make {mall ‘Meals 5 and it dos plainly demonftrate how our 
Furids become deficient, when fo many obfcure Perfons of no intrinfick 
Value or Worth muft get Eftates out of them. But to proceed to the Con- 
dition of the Vidtualling fince the Revolution. 
Soon after the Revolution and the honourable Fight off Beachy, Six Fohn 
Parfons and Company, the then Commiffioners of the Victualling, were 
complain’d againft in Parliament for poifoning the Sailors, by putting Guts 
“in the’Beer, and Galls in the packing of the Flefh, which put the Sailors 
jnto a Flux, whereof great numbers of them dy’d: The Commiffioners in 
their own Jultification alledg’d, That the Beer being ropy, as often it is, 
and recovers it felf again, might occafion that Mifiake by fome tg- 
norant Sailors: That the Galls happened in the packing by reafon of 
fome Bags of Galls that broke on board the Ship, from whence the Salt 
was taken, wherewith the Flefh was packed. 1 fhall neither juttify 
“nor condemn thofe Commiflionerss but I always wonder’d how Galls fhould 
“ave different Virtues by Sea and Land, for that very year 1 was cured ‘in 
- Jreland of a violent bloody Flux, by taking, Powder of Galls: However 
hereupon Sir Febn and the reft were difmils’d from their Imployments. 
- This Remove always feem’d to me to be made by fome Perfons to make 
room for the prefent Commiffioners; nor dol believe the prefent Com- 
-miffioners themfelves think their Predeceffors guilty of any Crime: for up- 
on the Eftablifhment of the prefent Commiffion, thofe very Perfons that put. 
-the Guts in the Beer and Galls into the Cask, were continued in their pla- 
ces, and the only Favourites of the prefent Commiffion, fo that Sit Fobn 
- Parfons and Company were to bear the Sins of the whole Office, as King 
~Fames did of the whole Nation, none fuffering for Male-Adminiftration 
but himfelf. But 


Bat the chiel Defign of this Paper being an Account.of the prefent Ma- 


“nagement of the Victualling,: [ fhall relate it with all the Candor and Faith- 
-fulnefs that becomes a Chriftian and an Englifhman; as in Duty lam bound 


by thole natural Ties and Obligations which He upon me to :the Service of 


-my Country, and redrefling the Grievances of injurdSeamen. In order to 


which I {hall confider how the King and Nation have been ferved in the ViGtu- 


-alling, and what Provifion has been made fox Seamen during the War. , 
~~ You'l fay perhaps «it’s no News to, hear, that the King. and Natiow are 
cheated, {ince we have had. a’continued. Series of Villany in Publick Offices 


with Impunity... But\ from the Victualling: we might.expect better things, 


where not only Honefty, but Religion is pretended yet the Godly are 
diable to Temptations, and an Ounce of Virtue is.a precious Commodity 


amongit fome fort;of People. A certain Peston mult be.a very honeft, Man, 


becaufe the Diffenting Preachers about London vouch for his honefty 3. and. as 
- mighty: Zealots as they were in‘ the late Reigns for Liberty and Property, 


and.agdinft Courtiers in the Houfe of Commons and Penfionary Parliaments, 


can mow join withthe Wicked to. commit Iniquity, and fhove their heavy- 
~ais’d Hearers to Guild. ak to vote for a Courtier, and give their recom- 


mendatory Epiftles to the Church at Dover on behalf of the fage Politician the 
Son. But particular RefleCtions are fomewhat befides my purpofe, and there- 


fore I.fhall-offer Obfervations on their Service to the Country in the Manage- 


rent of the Victualling, |. | : per biakel 
Their Contraéts with the Dealers to.the Office have been the moft pre- 


_pofterous of any thing inthe World. Thomas Adiddleton a Hogman told me, 


he one year contracted with the Commiffioners for a number, of Hogs, by 


which Contra& he gained betwixt four and five thoufand Pounds: That 
the next year (as I remember) he made another Contract for a number of 
Hogs, by which Contract he was.a loler, the Markets rifing higher than 


ulwal ;,at the end of the feafon when the whole Complement of Hogs .were 


» kill'dy the complaitt dof his Lofs.to the Commiltioners, »who made.an Intereft- 


with the Lords.of the Treafury, who in confideration of his lofs gave 2500 J. 
out of the King’s Pocker. Who would not enter into Contract with the 


_ King, who is willing to bear all the Lo& and have no fhare of Profit? This 
Thomas Middleton being burdened with Riches, took an occafion to hang - 


himéelf, and was fucceeded in Contract by Henry, Nunalee, who upon a 
Contract of Hogs lofi 1500 /.. He went the, fame: way as Atiddleton had 


done, but Nanalee being, a Williamite, and. well-aficcted to the Govern- 


ment, met with more Rubs and Obtiacles than the other who was a pro- 


fefs'd Jacobite: However after much attendance, and (I fuppofe) paiment 
ofa little Civility-Mony, he got an allowance fer the Lois. The, Calesis 
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plain on the King’s part, that he isa Lofer by fuch a Contract; and as the 
Commiffioners cannot be juftitied in fuch a Contact, fo the Reafon of 
it on their part is very difficule to be found, For when they .con- 
tracted with Mr. Wanalee for the Parcel of Hogs before-mentioned, Pork 
was at half aCrowna Stone inthe Markets, a rifing Price too: It was no 
Mait Year, all manner of Hog Grain exceflive dear, the Sealon fo far ace 
vanced, that all the Town and Offal Hogs were kil?'d and converted to Ba. 
con: however the Commiffioners, like good Husbands for the King, beat 
down the Price; and one wife Commilhioner faid, that as he return’d ouc 
of the Country, he faw a hundred Hogs in one Field, and thence rationally 
concluding there were the like number in every Field in England, they 


brought the Contract down to twenty fix Shillings per handred Weight. . 


Now if there was any other meaning inthis Contract, betides doing DIG 
fervice to the Nation, it muft be this, that at the end of the Seafon, by 
putting the Hogman to petition the Treafury Board to have his Lofs conti- 
der’d, they fhould manifeft their wonderful Sagacity in biting off the Head 
of a poor Hogman. 3 

Such Contraéts are equally injurious to the Sailors as to the King 5 for the 
Contraétor lofing Money every day, muft make the beft of his Market, which 


* 
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is buying the wort Hogs ; fo that very thinand ill fea Pork, tn all likelihood 
mutt fill the wooden Platters aboard Ship, and the Sailors be fed with the 
Refufe of the Markets, who as they do the beft Service to the Nation, ought 
to have the beft Provifions the Land can produce. Antient Cufiom and 
common Ufage in Offices are or ought to be as much obferved by Officers, 
as the Laws of a Realm by the Subject 5 for when old Cufioms are broken 
in Offices, all things are put into confufion, and Men are at a lofs how to 
apply themfelves.. It has been an old and a rational Caftom in our Ofnices, 
and always inferted in the InftruGtions from the Admiralty to dependant Of 
fices uponit, that no Perfon fhalldeal, or be any way concerned in Trade 
in that Office wherein he receives Salary : But this has been fo far from the 
Practice of the Victualling, that fome of the Commillioners and Ofhcers 
have dealt with the Office either. in Shipping or otherwife. A great evil at- 
tends this Pra@tice ; for Officers paying themfelves, we can’t imagine they“L, 
put themfelves laft upon fthe Lift of Paiment 3 and fo other Warsants, that 

are in Courfe are poftpon’d. And it has been observ'd that no Office in Ezg-, 
land has broken the Courfe of Paiment more than that of the Victualling : 

Befides, fome of the Officers are common Buyers and Sellers of the Office 
Bills, and as conftant Brokers upon the Exchange, as any that deal inkx- 


\ chequer Notes, Bank Bills or allies. 
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It isnow become a Cuftom (I believe.throughout the whole Navy) for 
she Cathiers and Clerks to take Poundage of the Perfons. they pay. Money to, 
contrary to antient Cufiom, and all the Equity in the World, The Viétual- 
ling, for fome time had a Banker in Lombard-fireet, who paid) Moncy upon 
the King’s Account, and took Poundage of the Perfons he paid it to, asdid 
their Agent at Portfinouth, This mult be either a very great Hxaction upon 
the Parties dealing to the Office, or elfe an Allowance is made for it in the 
Price of the Commodity, whichis a downright Abufe tothe Nation. 

That the Nation has been cheated and abus'd more fince the Revolution 
than under any other Government, is evident to any thinking man. The 
Mifmanagements of the Victualling have been fo great, and the Ofhce 
fo {candalous, that ic has been even a national Nufances. and tho pro- 
fecuted with reiterated Complaints at the Treafury and Patliament, all 
the honelt_ Endeavours of Mankind have prov’d inefleGkual: for where 
Men are Judges of their own Caufe, no Juftice can be expected: You"bne- 
ver hang a Highway-man more, if you allow him: to be tried by his. own 
Troop. About four years ago tome honett Men inthe Vidualling had made 
a Difcovery of feveral Embezelments, of which they complained in divers 
Articles againft the Officers embezelling) the King’s Stores.  “Fhefe Articles: 
were delivered to one of the Commiffioners, and: fo: to another, but never ( 
examin’d into : All the punifbment they inflicted on him was, thatabouta 
week after the Complaint, they gave him liberty for the Summer ta relide at 
his Country Houle, and order’d the Officer chat complain’d againfihim todo 
duty in his Room: This is much of the fame nature of another Complaint 
againft one of their Officers for drinking K. Fames’s Healch, whoun a Fort- 
night afterwards was advanced from a Place of forty: Pounds pen, day. to a= 
bout three or four hundred. A Perfon.ot Honour ‘hearing, how the forefaid 
Complaint was flifled by the Commiffioners. of the Victualling, gota Copy 

thereof, and gave it to the Lords of the Treafury, who: after fome time 
heard the Commithoners e- parte againtt the King, and. never examined one 
Witne(S on the King’s part, to the proof of the matter of Fact alledged 
in the faid Articles.. So that hitherto it has been in vain fo complain of Griev- 
‘ances, and the People of England have been forc’d to maintain by the fweat 
of their Brows, many that formerly betray’d. their Liberties, and now en+ 
‘tich themfelves out of the publick fpoils of the Kingdom. ois 

To recount all Mifmanagements in thisOffice would All alarge:’ ‘olume } y 
the Ignorance and Negligence of the Perfons concern’d in it, the: profafe 
watting of the Nation’s Stores, the contriving and forming Perqu! ites Ope 
of the iame to themfelves, contrary to former Guftom and:Pradtices the, fae 
pernumerary Officers and Labourers in the Yards, old and decrepid, fitter for 


Hofpitals than Service,are things notorious in the Eyes of all but fuch as ne ‘ | 
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‘punith them, Indeed fuch Meir are well fecured in ill Practices 5 ‘they have 


“their Brethren in other Offices to ftand! by’them, and a Power of difcharg- 


| ing fach of the Office as complain againgt them, as they did ‘fever aopee 


‘poor men that complain’d againft them in Parliament ‘laft year's nay’ one of 
the Commiffioncrs threatned to difcharge one of them in the Speaker’s Cham- 
ber before the Committee. iets . 
has this Office his been managed in refpect to the good of the Nation. 
Te will not now be amis to ‘confider how fax this Management has affected 
the poor Sailors :, An Englifh man is"nd¢ hird-heatted enough to refle eat 
‘he tniferable Condition of oar poor Sailors of Adinttal Nevil’s Squidton in 
the Weft Indies. | am’ credibly inform’d' from good hands, that out of 
‘that Squadron in avery fhost time we loft above 2500 men, whofe Lives I 
ain (are were of more value and concern to the Englith Nation, than’ all the 
Adv: ss of that Expedition, ‘and the’ mighty BufinelS of Cartagena’ out 
‘Gapette mide {uch ‘a woile about). “A hot Country, ftinking’ Meat, and 
with the noifom and poifondus Scent of ‘the Bilge Water, 
‘aye made many abrave Engtifh Sailor food for Crabs and Sharks. 


‘ted to fom body upon the account of Beverage, itis a damn’d fhame that 


ve oot very pretty Effates out of its and old’nonfentical Ham- 


i] fatished, if the Lords of the Admiralty. would’ have’ been 


Now 


‘2uardsilof Shipping, have been! victualled. . 1 thank God fara iSa very 
plentifal, Gountay, and.an-howeit Man that has money in his Pocket need not 


£0 with.ap empty $comach 5. andil:think the Parliaments have always made’ 


as. ample, Provition: for Vidtualling as may bes and. yet during this War our 
Meet has been put to fhort Allowance in the Channel, have had their puts 
pinch d inview of the molt plentiful Country. in the World, an unparallefd 
and barbarous Aion. hisherto unknown, This is bad enongh, but tobe: 
fed with finking Bect and, Pork is much worle sand yet in the Year 91 or 92 
the Vidtualling-Othece: wasitnn’d into Pandara’s Box, and emitted as many 
Poilons to the deltyuction of the poor Seamen, who. were fed with rotten and 
finking Meat, as the Parfers Surveys, .and.theBooks at the Vi@tualling-Office 
at Dever will. tellihe. Ie was mot the nature of the Climate made thele 
Provifions tink, this, we gre certain.of, and 4s certain. that it was done ei- 
ther out of a.wilful, Delign againth the Sailors, or. out of profound Ignorance,. 
hothyphichate very dangereugonlion bnsmékoncsd; Wea Ma ee,” 
_ It feems as if England was ftill to be perplex’d witha continued Series of 
ill Pragtices,and shat the poor Sailozs our.chiefelt Strength were to be abando. 
ued to all the Miferies of human,Lile, and_as if every one that has a {uperin=- 
tendency over them,by that Power had aight to abule.them : they learn one 
of the-other to. make, earnings. ef them, and at the fame time get Mony out of- 


the King’s Pocket.and thofe poor. Geeatures. Bellies, » Qur,. Advices from Ad 


misal., fylmee's Squadron, afhim., their haying, Irith, Beef inftead of Englifh: 
without doubt Englith Beef bears.a. good Price in thofe Parts, and is a. very 
Merchantable Commodity. Jt has always been. contrary. to the Cuftom af: 
the Navy to. victual with anyother. Provifions than what are received from 
he King’s. Stores, as long as fuch Provilions {hall lat: and the Parfers of: 


the 


fndeed.it may be allowable. fer the, Purfers of Ships in foreign Parts, where 


they can afford ity. to vidtual with frefh Proyihons, this change being. not: 


detrimental.to the, King: but ferviccable. to the Sailors overrun. with the Scur- 


Cale the Provitions. have. been adjudg’ 


injpowred tp (ell them for their awn. Advancage, but not without the Com- 
mandey’s Warrant for fo. doing 3.tho A bave known the King’s Provifions fold. 
ipithe River.of Thames, which, if there had been any left, upon, Return from- 
a. Voyage, ought to. have been. retur’d into the Kings Stores from. 
whence.they. were, fixft iflued,... The Commanders of Ships formerly had no-- 
thing to.do withthe Ships Exovilions, any further, than f0 overlook.and over-. 
mor a | e: - awe. 


ca 


. Nowiet us look into: the Channel, and {ee how Qilr summer and. Winter: 


ps.are obliged | to furnifh the Ship. with fagh, Provitions as are fpecitied in. 
ur feyeral Indents, tor, which-before they gaye Security at the Navy. Board. . 


We. And having before given set for. the Victualling, of the Ship, in this- 
| dg-d.to.be thelr own, and they have been. 
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awethe Pirfer,® that none of them were converted any otherway$ ‘than to the 


uleof the Ship 5 but now it fecms the Commanders have ufarp’d.a Powern 
this Gate, “altogether detrimental tothe Sailors: there is now'as Pa Cultom 
brought up in the Navy tor the Commanders to reteive thre Ships neceflary 
Money which always was the Parfers Charge, and for which’ they always 
indented wich the Clerk of the Hfues in the Victualling, being one Article 
amongtt the feveral Species of Provilions {pecitied in their Indent. But the 
Conimanders being willing for their-own futerett to havé every thing: in their 
own hands, ‘have gaii’d this Point upomthe Parlers, not to their own difad- 
vantage. | ‘Now the Commanderonty having the’ Charge of the Ship, and 
giving, no Security, being charg’d with nothing elfe, it’s dinpracticable for 
him to recetve the necefliry Moncy,, the Purter Having’ before’ given Se- 
curity for the fame. | | ft 

If there had not been fo great Care in the Victualling to get Eltates, there 
might have been more Care taken’in getting good and whilefom Piovifions 
for the Service of the Navy : but any thing isthought ft F ood | for Sailors, 
who being, long accuftomed to bad Diet, hardly know when they aré illaws'd, 
But indeed ‘the Care of the Victualling requires fomething of Braitts9! and as 
Times and Seafons alter, fo mutt Methods too, fora common Road ‘maylead 
a Man tothe Place’he intends to go, tho common Reafon might dived him 
a nearer and perhaps'a cleanlier way, if his Judgment ‘was fatable to his Ne- 
cefity. Bat ‘Men of {mall Reafon’ aré often *the ‘preach Opiniators,- and 
think the EXerci(e of their Talent outdoes all'Maitkind; ‘wher’ their “Attions 
weigh'd in the Ballance of Reafon are lighter than the lowelt degree of vanity. 
Treferit tothe Judgment of any rational’ Man whether the Method riow us'd 


in the Vidtualling in diffolving the Riock Salt into Pickle, ‘and therewith pick- 


ling their Meat for Sea Service, be confiftent with Reafon and the health of the 
Sailors’ we khow they’ ‘ate neither Conjurers nor’ Philofophers, yet-a {mall 
depree’ of kriowledg: will tela’ Mans that Pickle with all thelill qualitiesof 
Salt in it, can‘ never be wholefom for ‘human Bodies, which the ‘Rock Salt 
muft of neceflity have before refining, The Bittern, the moft noxious Quality 
inSalt, is feparated only by Precipitation 5 “and this Quality joyi’d with. afal 


_ phurous. Arfenick inthe Rock, atid embodied with the moittire Of ithe Meat, 


if it fait the Victuallers Intereft, it can never agree with the Welfare of the 
Sailor. “Mr. Cofins in ‘his Difcourfe of Sale, p. 55.. fpeakitig of its vicious Ef 
fe@s, fays as to Fleth, Befides in'general a bad Tajbe, ‘or a geod’ Reli{h-de- 
fropd, the Moifture, Gravy, and Novrifhment sn a litrle rime \iscrendved 
‘as falt as Salt it felf. “Flence' the Plefh becomes Ward, ‘afterwards very bad 
‘or unfit for Pood, and at length is mortified or rotten, He*fartheriadds as'to 
the Confequences of uling it: Jt canfes. Seavoies, Confumptions,’ and orber 
ewe B 2 Arse 
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Acrimonions Difeafes inthe Bodtes of Seamen, or Soldiers in a befieged Gari- 
fans that are compel to the, frequent and longmfe of ite, ).Nay itis of fo, vio- 


lent arid corroding,a Nature, thatthe Honourable, Revert: Boyl Eig; chas fo pres 
par’d it, asco make i¢-diffolve Iron Bassi» but perhaps the) Victualler thinks the’ 


Sailors Bodies. more durable thanlron,:and becaule, their, Patience cannot-be 
wornout, their'Guts cameneither., There's no. great danger thatany Body 
will follow. this foolifh. Examples however herein they have manifetted their 


kindnelS. to the King and Country in ufing a Method that leffens the Duty.upon — 


Saltj,confadering how many Weiginof Saltis us’d im Pickle in one Year: and 
itis yeryainleemly thatca Project, defiructive:of a publick Fund, fhould com- 
mence’ at the King’s own)Houfe as an Exampleto, the Subje@ 5 but the whole 
Management.ofthe Navy is ofa! piece. . The Ssmeon’s and Levs’s, tho of dif- 
ferent Tribes, are embarked in the fame Caufe, purfue the fame Ends, and are 
alike odious the-eyes.of the ‘People: 9)2.3 ancee 6) goad som bid Soca 
.--Butotheomifmanagements, of , thiscOfice and of the Navy, proceed from 

he Admixalty,.as filchy Springs from an, impure Fountain,, thefe being bur 
fe tioiel that .curfed,. Tree, that has yielded the, Nation. fuch) fowr-truit, 
ag to; {et-all. onr:Sailors. teeth. on edg:)'aa, Office manag’d we know not 
how, nor to what purpofe.; for Idareiengage to pick out as many old Women 
in Wapping, thatfhould shave manag’d that-A flair, more for the Honour, Glo- 
ry and Ad vantage of the -Englith -Nation, . , Phe, Queen,.of Sheba. when. fhe 
gave her, Vilit< tosSolomon,. extol’d his, Wifdom and :his Servants: our So/a- 
moniis ‘indeed worthy of Honour, -who has been the.Care, of Heaven, as.thefe 
Nations have-been his 5 and the Queen of. Sheba might,jultly have done.him 
the fame Honour’could (he have come hither: yeti, engageifhe would have left. 
out the latter part of her Compliment, and took. little notice of the. Sitsng of 
bis Servantsin the Admiralty, of their Vistue‘or Wifdom :. She ‘takes no.no- 
tice, of Solomon’s nor Hiram’s Navy, yet the Scripture.tells us they, were une 
ider-the-GonduGt of Ship-Aden:that had knowledg..of the, Sea and, in another 
place, that, part of their | Loading..was Apes,and |Peacocks, but tells us. no 
where that Apes or Peacocks had the’ Sovereign, Command in, Sea, Affairs, or 
that Land-mien were proper Perfons tocommand Menof, War. It is a great 
Misfortune toa Prince to fall into the hands of. Sycophants and. Flatterers, 
who. magnifie,theinown ,deferts.to the Ruin of the Nation, get about him 


fo! clofe.that his belt Subjeéts can’e fee) him, s,andifhe be unfairly dealt with — 


hey knownothing of it, neithen,how to, commiferate bis, Condition, sox 
give him that Affiftance asis neceflary,to his prefervation;, fach a Prince.is pet- 
feGtly boodwink’d  like.a\Hawk, and thofe: that hold’ bim, will, not Jet him 
fly, butat (ome profitable Quarry for their. own Advantage 3. they. never fuf- 
fer him .to hear what others:ean fay, lett they fhould {peak fomething to, theix 
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own Prejudice. And chus the Prince by adhering, to.and promoting, the Inte- 
‘efpof a'tew, _lofes the Love of many, which often proves fatal both to him- 
felf and’ People. A. Good Prince difpenfes his Favours as the Sun does its 
Beams by auniverfal Reflection upon Plants of all forts, but the more.gene- 
‘vous Plantsreceive moft of the kindly Influence of its Rays. Mercy. is acom- 
mendable thing in a Prince, i¢ may drop upon Criminals, but Favours ought 
not.to pourdown upon them, | would not deftroy the whole Species of Vi- 
pers becaule they are part of the Creation, and manifeft the Wildom of the 
great Former of all things.s but there is no neceffity for me to fofter them in 
my Bofom, and expofe my Body to their Poifon, If the Managers of the 
~ Admiralty deferve the Poits they occupy, it is more than the People know, and 
the Merchants of England will tell lamentable Stories to the contrary. Some 


‘of them perhaps have deferv'd well of their Country, however not in the. Ad-- 
“miralty: fora Perfon prefer’d to an Office he knows nothing of, by his Igno-- 


rance in one day maydo,more differvice to his Country, than all the former 
 Servicesof his Life will amountto. The wifelt Men in England have em- 


-ploy’d their Brains to no purpofe, to unriddle the meaning of fuch Prefer- 


ments ; the old Maxim of preferring Enemies and difobliging Friends has 
been exploded by all Men of Senfe: but the Court Party have now another 


Maxim, that all Commonwealths Men are Enemies to Monarchy, and not to. 
‘be trafted 5 and all Englifhmen and Lovers of the Liberties of their Country. 
they reprefent, as {uch, while the contrary, get the belt Places of Profit and 

“Traft.in the Kingdom, Now I would fain know how this Government : 


Pa 


comes, to bea Monarchy in their Senfe, and whether any Commonwealths- 


man in Englandcan delire a Government more futable to the common Good, . 


and conform to his own Principles, ifit be faithfully adminiftr’d according, 


‘to its Conftitution.. For no Man.of a Republican Principle can delire more - 


than to have Kings Hie tothe People for Male-Adminiftration, and 
“by their forefaulting tomas ¢a Forfeiture of the Regal Dignity wherewith they 


are velted 3. by which Forfeiture all the Right of Governing devolves again up- - 
onthe People, who of ther own. free Will and undoubted Right and Power - 
poceed toa New Election, and place one more Righteous than the former up-- 


on the Throne if theythink fitjupon which Foundation this Goverament is built. 


S» that Commonwealth{men, as. the Coartiers call them, mutt be-the beft - 
Friends of this Government, becaufe they are for fecuring the Foundation of » 


it, and. not for, raifing, a Superftrudture to make it top-heavy and tumble - 
down. Ill and corrupt Officers and Minifters ave thegreateft Enemies to - 
Monarchy in the Wosld : for when the People fee under all Kings ill Men in OF. 
fices, the Wealth of the Nation profufely lavith’d, and the Liberties of-the » 
eople in continual dangar, they/l conclude that Mifmanagements are acci- 
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dents infeparable from Monarchy, that the Fault is not in the King but in 
the Office, and let "em change the Perfon never fo often, the thing will be 
the fame, and (0 begin to think of another form of Government. 

“There has been fuch an uninterrupted progrefs of Mifmanagements in our 
Naval Affairs, through the Conduct of the Perfons concerned in the Ma- 
nagery, that nothing hitherto has been our pretervation, byt the immedi- 
ate hand of Providence : The Walls of our ifland are our Shipping; thofe 
once broken down, we are laid open to the violent Infults of any Enemy: 
A little Retrofpection now would do very well, and not only fo, but we 
ought ta look forward, and find out ways and means to prevent the Itke for 
the future. 

ft is the Bufinefs of our Reprefentatives in Parliament to enquire into 
“things of this Natures they are the Guardians of our Liberties, and are 


‘bound to redrefs the Grievances of the People, by virtue of whole electing 


Power they have a Right to fit in the Houle of Commons and enaét Laws: 
“They have no Power from the People they reprefent to make Laws deftructive 
of their Property, or diminifhing of their Wealth, upon groundlefs Occa- 
fions , nor ou bt they to give Peleafes to fuch as have fquandet’d away the 


—) 


Wealth of the Kingdom, and betray’d the Liberty of the Subject. He that 


dos not prevent a Mifchief when it lies in his power fo to do, is equally 


- guilty with the hand that did it, and equally accountable to God ‘Almighty. 
“Tt is much more now the Bulinels of Parliaments, fince there is no way 


elfe to bring Criminals to Jultice , andthe greatett Juftice that ever was 
done in Cates of this nature has been done by Parliaments, of which I 
could give many Inftances had F time or place. . Making publick Examples 
of {uch Criminals is not only a Debt we owe to publick Juftice, and’ the 
common good of the Realm, ‘but. will be a Terror to all future O ffenders 
in Cafes of the like Nature: ‘for if fuch Abufes are tolerated too long, 


~they’l become fafhionable, and a Man muft turn a Rogue to get into an Em- 


loiment. Vis well for the Englifh Nation thefe Mifcreants are not beyond 


the Reach of Parliament, whole Authority and Prerogative if once loft we 
may bid an eternal Farewel to our Native Liberty 5. and indeed the leffening, 


of the Power of ‘Parliaments has not’ a little been aimed at by fome within 
-thefe few years, who would have us believe the Bufinels of. the Commons is 
‘only to affemble one year in St. Srephen’s Chappel to. raife Mony for them, 


‘to {quander it away the next ; 1 wonder all this while they have not had 
the impudence to attempt the raifing, of Mony without Aét of Parliament, 


~ that being, as" leyalas the converting, appropriated Funds to other ufes than 
“'fuch as are fpecily’d in the A&. But the day of ‘Judgment we hope is’ at 


hand, “when the Wifdom and fupream Authority of the People all Svs 
the Injuries done to the Englifh Nation upon the Criminals. | 
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To look forward 18 ¢s much oar Intereft; and no le the indifpentible: 
Duty of our Reprefentatives in Parliament to take care of the fafery of the 
Nation in the well management of the Fleet. His Majeity in his moft 


Gracious Speech upon disbanding the Army, lays the fafety of the Nation» 


before therm, 4s a Duty incumbent on them > and fince the Army is disband- 
ed, our main fafety is our Shipping, This Security fuppofed, was, I believe, 
the chtef reafon of laying the Land Forces alide,; fo that now the beft Se- 
curity we have Iefe is our Shipping, and a good and fufficient Security too 
under a good Mariagement.. The Nation has already felt the EfieGts of the 
prefent Management 5 and to let the Nation fufler any longer upon this Ac- 
count may bring us under {uch ill Circumftances, that will put it out of the 


Power of Parliaments to recover us from ruin. The Admiralty bas beer - 


in the hands of fuch Men too long already, and 7tis\ now more dangerous 
than ever to repofe a Tiuft of fo high a Nature, of fuch great Confequence 
to the Nation, in their hands; we know very well what Party it was infift- 
ed {o much upon the Neceflity of a Land Force: and to truft the Navy 


in fuch hands for the futnre, as already it has been of ill Confequence, {o it 


may prove more dangerous 5 they may fo far embarafs the Naval Affairs, 
retard the Enterprizes of the Navy, by ordering Squadrons and Cyuizers 
in fuch Stations where they cannot be ferviceable: fo that in. a little. 
- time the Navy doing no fervice, (hall be thought altogether ufelefs, and this 
fhall be made an’ Argument for the neceflity of a Land Army. 1 with 


the Mifcarriages of the Navy already have not been out of defign for this~ 


Purpofe: If thefe Grievances continue, the Commons may at laft be forc’d 


to prevent fuch Mifchiefs for the future by taking the Charge and Ma-- 


nagement of the Navy and dependant Offices into their own hands, by 


appointing Commillioners of their own: and this feems rational enough for . 


thofe that are at the Charge, to fuperintend the Management of the 
Affair ;. nor is this a new [ping and unprecedented. . 31 Hen, 6. Richard: 


Earl of Salisbury, Fobn Fax ews 
Earl of Waitfbire, and the Lord Sturtan were Appointed by Parliament to 


keep the Seas, aud the Tunnage and Poundage were. appointed for defraying: - 


the Charge thereof. 8 Hen. 4. “The Merchants were empowered to name - 
two Perfons, the. one for the South, theether for the North; who by Com~ 


miffion had-the like Power as other Admirals had. So that you {ce the Charge 


of the Navy has been a Parliamentary Care ig times lef dangerous than nove ; 
and thofe who are appointed Commiffioners in this Affair will-be more cave 
ful in the difcharge of the Truft ¥epofed in them, nor will they have fo ma--. 
ny ways to flip their’ Necks out of the Collaras now :. Here will be no Pri... 
vy Seal, toimpreft Meney for unknown Services, no pafang of Accounts » 
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without Vouchers, no abufe of Sailors in Wages or Provifionss the King- 
dom will be kept ina good Pofture of Defence ; the Minds of the People 
will be eafy when the Management of their Navy isinthe hands of Com: - 
| miffioners of their own,alike interefted in. the Good and Security of the Realm, 
and our Enemies more terrified, when .the Bulinefs of the: Navy is the Care 
of the whole Kingdom. All. whichis fubmitted to the Wildom of our Re- 
- prefentatives in Parliament, before whom the Cale lies at this Juncture. 
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A Catalogue of Books written avainft a Standing Army, 
and fold by A.Balwin. Cr Rapae es fa 


ha Free Government, and abfolutely deftructive to the Confti- 
tution of the Englifh Monarchy. In 2 Parts. Price 15. : ee 
A Fetter from the Author of the Argument againft a Standing Ar- 

-my; to the Author of the Ballancing Letter. Price 3 d. ys 
Some Queries for the, better underftanding K. Fames’s Litt of 1800 
Irith Heroes publifhed.at the Savoy; in anfwer to what had bin, and 


» “what fhould be writ againft a Standing Army. Price 14. 

wb. AS Ditcourle concerning Government with. relation to Militias: 
Gili Wel PeROrS ae ie ae ee hy See Ws Sie 
Seol « The Militia’ Reform’d, or an eafy Scheme of farnifhing Exgland 


: | with a conftant Land Force, capable to prevent or to fubdue any 
». Foreign Power, and to maintain perpetual Quiet at home, without 
endangering the Publick Liberty. ©The ‘24 Edition. Pricers. 
‘ee iy tees Hiftory of Standing Armies in England. ‘The 34 Edition. 
ewe. ~A Confutation of a late Pamphlet intituled, ALetter balancing the 
ae i co. Neceffity of keeping up a-Land Force in times of Peace, with the 


woe’Dangers that may follow on it.- Part I. The 2d Edition. ..Price 6 d. 

- The Second Part,” béirig’a Vindication of A4agza Charta, will be 
.» Apeedily publifh’'d ML OE eo eae tena 
_.«) ,) A Letter to a‘Member ‘of Parliament concerning Guards and Ga-. 


a aeons.) Price sae. WEN ATEN 5 arrive § 
1 | TO AN 2 Lette concerning, the four. Regiments commonly called Ma- 

ft eS" yeenerse Price 3/deic) ai TARO AION DIIOGGE WB pase 
4 2“ The Seaman’s Opinion of .a Standing Army, in oppofition to a 

mee oad Fleet at Sea as the beft fecurity of the Kingdom, In a Letter toa 
b ~ Merchant ‘written by a Sailor, The 3d Edition. Price,.6 deat isi) ¢ 


»»sco> Some further Gonfiderations concerning a Standing Army. Pr. 3 d. iH 
adele The State of the Café, or the Cafe of the State. Price 1d. 
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